
President’s Letter Third Quarter 2018

Dear Navy League Members and Friends: 
Somehow the “Lazy Days” of Summer missed us! In addition to a full slate of activities, our staff 

launched into a long overdue modernization of the 
Council’s office space at 1 South Street. The staff’s sweat 
and Ikea transformed our small office into a much more 
professional, organized and inviting space. 
July 
This year’s Coast Guard Art Program Reception and 
Acceptance Ceremony at the Salmagundi Club on July 12 
was another success. The art was truly amazing and one of 
our own — Council Member and Gold Star Parent 
Kathryn Cross — had work accepted into the collection. 
Our members, honored guests and the artists enjoyed a 
wonderful evening. Karen Loew, Council Member and 
Salmagundi COGAP Committee Chair, coordinated, 
USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 22-7’s Woodwind Ensemble 
entertained and Captain of the Port Jason Tama emceed. 

We hosted a Military Appreciation Game at CitiField and 
were honored as the Nonprofit Organization of the Game.  
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Upcoming events 

Thanks to all who attended our 
October events. Next quarter’s 
letter will give you a recap of 
President Charles Blaich’s 9/11 
presentation to the foreign 
officers of the U.S. Naval War 
College’s Command College 
program; the Navy Birthday 
Dinner we shared with them, 
the Union League Club, local 
active duty sailors and cadets 
from our adopted youth units; 
and a National Security 
Briefing luncheon with RADM 
Eric Jones, USCG. 

Our scheduled events for the 
rest of the year include: 
Wed. 11/7, 6:30 P.M. Annual 
Membership Meeting at the 
Cornell Club 
Sun. 11/11, time TBD VIP tour 
of USS Oak Hill at Staten Island 
Homeport Pier 
Tues. 11/13, 9:30 A.M. NY 
Mets Military Transition 
Summit at CitiField 
Sat. 12/8, time TBD Army-Navy 
Game Watch Party  
Tues. 12/11, 6:00 P.M. Council 
Christmas Party  

Visit nynavyleague.org, follow 
us on Twitter or Facebook 
(@navyleaguenyc) or watch 
your inbox for details.

New York Council members, Salmagundi Club members, artists and art fans 
enjoying the COGAP reception. (photography by Mary DiBiase Blaich)

http://nynavyleague.org
http://nynavyleague.org
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Jessica Hitchen, Gary Kilberg, Erika Myers, Frank Russo 
and Daniel Salomon represented the membership and 
played host to nearly 40 local active duty sea services 
members, chosen by their commands as exemplary 
performers. It was a great salute to our active duty.  

We helped the USS New York recognize her top 
performers by once again sponsoring their Sailors of the 
Quarter awards at a ceremony in July. Photos of the 
sailors are posted on the USS New York page of our 
website, under the Adopted Units tab. 

August 
Tom McGloin presented the Sectorwide Enlisted Person 
of the Quarter award to OS3 Derek Smith at USCG Sector 
New York on August 1, then joined Ted Sergio and your 
President to present the EPOQ award at the MSST 
Command to YN1 Lindsay Jones on August 17. 

On August 2, our Council and the Manhattan Yacht Club 
cohosted the Youth Sailing Challenge for JROTC cadets 
and Young Marines from some of our sponsored youth 
units. Board Secretary Ed Gunning, also a Manhattan 
Yacht Club member, coordinated the day, which ended 
with a cookout and awarding of sailing camp scholarships 
to the day’s top sailors. 

The 75th Anniversary of the USS 
Intrepid’s commissioning was 
celebrated with myself, George 
Simpson, Robert Black and 
Frank Russo in attendance on 
August 16. 

We also sponsored a “Night 
Before Party” on August 20 for 
the families of the crew of the 
USS New York before the ship 
returned from deployment. 
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Youth Program 
Spotlight: Graphics 
celebrates Navy 
Bday, River Towns 
YM travels to Korea 

On October 9, 
cadets from 
Graphics 
Campus 
NJROTC 
were invited by 
Captain Kevin 
M. Brand, 

USN, to perform a color guard 
and cake-cutting ceremony at 
the Council on Foreign Relations 
in Manhattan. The event was in 
support of the US Navy's 243rd 
birthday.  

Cadets in attendance were 
Angel Gale Moreno, Jahseem 
Maxwell, TiAmber Sprauve and 
Taj Thomas. Navy tradition calls 
for the oldest and youngest 
sailors present to cut the cake. 
Taj Thomas, an NS2 cadet 
(sophomore), was the youngest 
present and can be seen above, 
cutting the cake with the eldest 
sailor, Captain Brand. 

YM Cpl. Victoria 
Nieto of the 
River Towns 
Young Marines 
traveled to the 
Republic of 
Korea to take 
part in the 
Incheon Landing Anniversary 
Ceremony. She is pictured here 
with an ROK Marines officer at 
the post-ceremony banquet.

USS New York families made their welcome 
home signs at the Night Before Party on 
August 20.
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September 
The USS New York visited her namesake port September 22–25 (yes, she’s named after the state, 
but with her recovered steel from Ground Zero and NYC-related mementoes throughout the ship, 
the city likes to claim a piece of this special relationship). Members received VIP tours on 
September 23 and 24, plus we hosted a member and crew party at Gringo’s Taco Arcade on 
September 23 while also supplying the duty section with a meal from the same restaurant. The 
next day, the Board of Directors hosted the ship’s officers and sailors of the quarter for lunch at 
historic Fraunces Tavern. 

On September 27, we participated in the dedication of a plaque at Fort Wadsworth honoring 
Petty Officer Douglas Munro, the Coast Guard’s only Medal of Honor recipient. This involved 
moving a huge rock from Governors Island to USCG Sector New York. The New York Council 
contributed to the expenses and is honored on the plaque. 

  

Ever receive an inquiry from friends and colleagues about joining the Navy League? Now you 
can refer them to our quick and easy online application at nynavyleague.org/Membership. Don’t 
forget, Navy League New York Council events are even more fun with a friend. 

Semper fi, 

Col. Charles R. Blaich, USMC (Ret.) 
President 
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CAPT Jason Tama, USCG, reflects on the service of Douglas Albert Munro, Medal of Honor winner. (photography by 
Mary DiBiase Blaich)
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Donate for #GivingTuesday and hit a home run.  
Last year we highlighted our youth programs for our #GivingTuesday campaign and this year we will 
focus on how your dollars support our active duty men and women, and their families. Your donations 
provide essential support for all of the Council’s efforts on behalf of the men and women who serve 
our country, including direct support to local and visiting units, as well as our educational programs. 

In short, a donation to the New York Council can go a long way. This year, we’re once again asking 
you to remember that and participate in #GivingTuesday. Always held on the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, this year #GivingTuesday is on November 27. Please consider supporting the men and 
women of the sea services with a donation to our #GivingTuesday campaign. Enclosed is a self-
addressed envelope to make your donation by check, or you can visit www.nynavyleague.org/
donations to make your donation online. Any amount is welcomed and appreciated, and for every 
$50 you give or that is matched by your company, you will receive one entry for the chance to win a 
baseball autographed by recently retired New York Met David Wright. And you don’t have to wait 
until #GivingTuesday to give — donate to see your dollars at work! 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please complete and detach this form and return it in the enclosed reply envelope. 

Yes! I want to support the men and women of the sea services and 
support youth through programs that expose them to the values of 
our sea services. Please accept my donation in the amount of 
$_________________ for #GivingTuesday.  
☐My check, made payable to the New York Council, is enclosed. 
☐My company will match my donation. 

You can also donate at www.nynavyleague.org/donations. 

 Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
The Navy League of the United States, New York Council, Inc. is an exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Federal Tax ID is available by calling 212-825-7333.  

If you need to update any of your contact information with us, please fill out the form below. 

 Home Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:  ____________________________________________  State:  _______  Zip Code: ______________ 

 Employer:  _________________________________ Title: _______________________________________ 

 Work Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:  ____________________________________________  State: _______  Zip Code: ______________  

 Email: ____________________________________   Home Phone:  ______________________________ 

 Work Phone: ______________________________  Cell Phone:  _________________________________ 

The New York Council respects your privacy and does not tolerate spam and will never sell, rent, lease or give away your information 
(name, address, email, etc.) to any third party.
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